
Kid’s TV Commercials Essay 
 

Write an essay in which you examine Saturday morning television programming aimed at 
children.  Use your findings from your study and the study data in the article “Females and 
Minorities in TV Ads in 1987 Saturday Children’s Programs” to agree with or disagree 
with what John J. O’Connor says in his essay, “What Are TV Ads Selling to Children.” 
Examine whether and/or how society has changed in the years between now and 1987 to 
account for the differences or similarities.  Make sure you take a stance on what you think 
are the important factors with regards to your thesis.   
 
Focus on one element only in your essay, either: 

1) stereotyped sexual and gender representation or 
2) minority representation and racism in children’s TV ads 

 
You can use the taped ads from the class Moodle site for your study 
 
Attention:   This assignment includes the use of study data, both from the report in 
the text, and from your own replicated study.  Your essays need to include statistics 
backing up your points.  Now it the time to develop a claim that is supported by the rest of 
your essay. We will talk about this in class as we get closer to the due date.   
If you have any questions, come and see me!  
 
The essay should be a minimum of 3 pages, typed, and double spaced, but more is better 
since this topic needs to be supported and developed.  If the essay is under 3 pages, I will 
return it to you to add to up to the minimum. Then you will have to turn it in as your one 
late assignment (if you have not used it already). You should use quotations and must use 
statistics from the two studies, but you need to explain how the quotes and statistics relate 
to your thesis.  Don’t just stick statistics or a quotation in your paper to do your talking for 
you.  All your paragraphs need to have your own topic sentences supporting your thesis 
and adequate support to develop the topic. 
 
This paper will be graded on the following criteria: 

 
• Is the paper the right length? Typed in MLA format? 
• Do the ideas flow smoothly from one to the next, or does the paper read like a 

list?  
• Does the paper give a thoughtful treatment of the issue? 
• Is the paper a well thought out argument organized around a thesis? 
• Does the paper have well developed paragraphs with topic sentences and 

adequate support in the form of detailed descriptions of commercials and 
analysis of the descriptions as they relate to your thesis, and statistics from your 
study and the readings? 

• Does the writer stick to one of the three topics—minority, gender or health 
• Has the paper been carefully proofread, including careful attention to any 

proofreading issues you are responsible for at this point? 
• Has the writer introduced authors and articles using the patterns carefully 

including later references? 
• Does the essay have an appropriate and well developed introduction and 

conclusion? 
 

 

















Paragraph Organization and Development
THE P.I.E. PARAGRAPH

Read the following paragraph and answer the questions that follow.

Body Paragraph, Example 1

Some sexist commercials include those for Giggle Wiggle, Shark Attack,
and Frog Soccer. For instance, in the Giggle Wiggle commercial, four people play
the game—two boys and two girls. During the game, only the boys move the
game pieces, shouting enthusiastically when they’ve made the right moves,
while the girls, basically motionless, smile vacantly and watch the boys. At the
end of the game, one of the boys wins and gleefully shouts, “I win! I win!” while
clapping his hands. Only then does a girl jump up and speak her one line, “Oh
wow!”

What is the writer’s argument (in the paragraph and in the essay to which this
paragraph belongs)?

What is the writer trying to prove (in the paragraph and in the essay to which this
paragraph belongs)?

Is there anything to contextualize this information? For example, is there a main point
holding the information together?

What did the writer learn from this information?
What does the writer think about these findings?
What is the writer’s reaction to this data?
How did the writer react to this experience?

The P.I.E. Paragraph:
P = Point What is the point of this paragraph?

What claim is being made?
Often, the point is the TOPIC SENTENCE.

I = Information How is the point supported with specific data, experiences, or other
factual material?

The information is the evidence used to support/develop the point.

E = Explanation What does the provided information mean?
The explanation is the writer’s analysis, elaboration, evaluation of the

point and information given, connecting the information with the
point (topic sentence) and the thesis.



Body Paragraph, Example 1, Revised

POINT
(topic sentence)

INFORMATION
(paragraph
body)

EXPLANATION
(relevance
portion)

Many sexist children’s television commercials lead me to
believe that girls rarely see images of themselves in active or
winning situations.  Often, the boy wins the game being advertised
while the girls, pretty little objects, serve as his mindless
cheerleaders. In “What are TV Ads Selling to Children” John J.
O’Connor claims that in these ads girls are portrayed as inferior to
boys. According to O’Connor, “They live in a society in which they
can never be considered the best.” Some of these commercials include
those for Giggle Wiggle, Shark Attack, and Frog Soccer. For instance,
in the Giggle Wiggle commercial, four people play the game—two
boys and two girls. During the game, only the boys move the game
pieces, shouting enthusiastically when they’ve made the right moves,
while the girls, basically motionless, smile vacantly and watch the
boys. At the end of the game, one of the boys wins and gleefully
shouts, “I win! I win!” while clapping his hands. Only then does a girl
jump up and speak her one line, “Oh wow!” My mouth fell open
when I saw this commercial. The winning kid was not only rude, but
annoying. In this commercial, as in others, the girls were not the
central characters but part of the support network for the winners,
the boys. In fact, I never saw a girl win a game in any of the
children’s commercials I viewed. These subtle statements in
commercials can make a person think that it is okay to be sexist when
in fact it is absolutely not.

P.I.E. Strategies:
Ideas for making a POINT:
Decide what you want to say to support your thesis based on your reaction to the text
Try categorizing your ideas and make a comment on a recurring theme you’ve found

Ideas for INFORMATION/support:
Information from the readings or class discussions (paraphrases or, occasionally, short

quotes)
Personal experience (stories, anecdotes, examples from your life)
Representations in mass media (newspapers, magazines, television)
Elements from popular culture (song lyrics, movie lines, TV characters, celebrities)
Definitions (from the dictionary, the readings, or another source)
Statistics (polls, percentages, data from research studies)

Ideas for EXPLANATION:
Interpret, analyze, explain the information, opinion or quote you’ve included
Comment on the accuracy (or inaccuracy) of the quote, fact, data, information, etc.
Decipher the meaning or try to better your understanding of your observation,

findings or experience
Suggest to your reader how the information you’ve included relates to your

THESIS.



Writer                                                             Evaluator(s)                                                   

Kid’s TV Commercials PIE Paragraph Checklist

Does the paragraph start off with a topic sentence (or two) that breaks down their thesis on

gender or minority representation into some smaller topic? (“P” portion of “PIE”)

Does the writer use ample support in the paragraph in the form of data from her home

study or the book study, quotes from O’Connor, description and analysis of ads from her

study, and clear logic and reasoning to connect the support and provide smooth transitions?

(“I” portion of the “PIE”)

Does the writer have an “E” portion of the “PIE” that clearly explains how the support

informs and supports the topic sentence and/or the thesis statement? The “E” portion should

be at least two sentences.

Is the “PIE” paragraph from a minimum of two thirds of a page long to one page long?



Writer        Evaluator(s)       

 
Kid’s TV Commercials Introduction Checklist 

 
Does the introduction start off with a “hook,” a couple of sentences that draws the reader into 
the essay in an interesting thoughtful manner? 
 
 
 
 
 
Does the introduction then move to a treatment of the specific topic that the writer chose to 
pursue, either gender issues, minority representation or health and obesity?  This should 
either express the problem in some way or argue that the problem is exaggerated depending 
on your stance. 
 
 
 
 
 
Does the writer introduce O’Connor using one of the patterns we worked on in class? 
 
 
 
Does the introduction contain a clear, specific thesis statement at the end? The thesis should 
make a claim about the ads stating whether they are harmful or not with reference made to 
your topic selection (either gender, minorities or health). 
 
 
 
 
 
Is there anything in the introduction that seems irrelevant or pointless as far as the 
assignment is concerned? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you feel are the strong and weak points of this introduction?  What did you like or 
dislike about it?   
 
 
 
 
Is the introduction at least two thirds of a page long? 


